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By ABBY BERRY | For Lincoln Electric

SMALL space heaters are meant to 
do exactly as their name says: heat 

a small space. But unfortunately, many 
people use portable space heaters 
to heat their entire home, which can 
really take a toll on your energy bills. 
The truth is, whether you should use 
space heaters really depends on your 
home’s efficiency and energy needs. 

If you’re using a space heater to 
compensate for problems in your 
home, such as inadequate insulation, 
drafty windows and exterior doors, or 
an inefficient heating system, space 
heaters are not a practical solution. 
Your best bet is to improve the overall 
efficiency of your home. If you’re on 
a tight budget, caulking and weather 
stripping around windows and exte-
rior doors is a low-cost, easy way to 
save energy. Depending on the size of 
your home, adding insulation can be 
a great next step. Loose fill insulation 
typically costs $1 to $1.50 per square 
foot. Taking these proactive ener-
gy-saving measures rather than rely-
ing on space heaters for supplemental 
warmth can reduce your heating and 
cooling bills for years to come. 

Perhaps your home is energy effi-
cient, but you’re cold-natured and 
want a specific room to be cozier 
than the rest. In this case, a space 
heater may work for your needs. A 
good comparison is ceiling fans; we 
use ceiling fans in the summer to cool 
people, not rooms. A space heater can 
be used in a similar way during winter 
months. Only use a space heater in 

small spaces that you’re occupying 
and, if possible, try to shut off other 
rooms to contain the warmth provided 
by the space heater. If you decide to 
use a space heater to heat a small area 
in your home, make sure the heater 
is properly sized for the space; most 
heaters include a general sizing table. 

A word about safety: the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
estimates more than 25,000 residen-
tial fires are associated with the use 
of space heaters every year, resulting 
in more than 300 deaths. If you must 

use a space heater, purchase a newer 
model that includes the most current 
safety features, and make sure it 
carries the Underwriter’s Laboratory 
(UL) label. Choose a thermostatically 
controlled heater to avoid energy 
waste and overheating, and place the 
heater on a level surface away from 
foot traffic when in use. Always keep 
children and pets away from space 
heaters. 

Consider alternative ways to stay 
warm such as extra layers of clothing 
or UL-approved electric blankets. If 
you have hardwood or tile floors, lay 
down area rugs to provide additional 
insulation (and appeal!) and maintain 
warmth. 

We know it’s cold out there, but 

Are portable space heaters 
efficient for my home?

See HEATERS, page 7
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RURAL Propane Services (RPS) 
is a wholly owned subsidiary 

of Lincoln Electric Cooperative. 
It’s a local business employing 
and serving local people. Several 
years ago, LEC saw the benefit 
of expanding into this energy 
market, and we have seen great 
success from RPS. It continues to 
be a benefit to our members and 
community. 

2020 brought challenges for 
RPS due to the ongoing pandemic, 
but by the end of 2020, we knew 2021 was going to be a 
better year. That has been an understatement for RPS. 
2021 has been an amazing year, and I expect 2022 to be just 
as great. In 2021, RPS expanded the ability to move more 
propane through our facilities. We call this “throughput.” 
Simply described, throughput is the use of RPS facilities 
by another company as a hub for their storage and deliv-
ery to other areas of the region. Throughput benefits RPS 
in multiple ways. First, RPS receives payment for every 
throughput gallon of propane that comes out of our facil-
ities. Second, our throughput agreement strengthens our 
relationship with our propane supplier. All the propane RPS 
purchases for our local customers come from Canada. This 
is good in winters such as this year, where availability is 
a concern. Canada has done a masterful job in building its 
reserves, and our supplier has a commitment to taking care 

of their customers. While RPS benefits from this in keeping 
our local customers with propane, others do as well from 
our supplier using RPS facilities with throughput. Lastly, 
the money RPS makes from throughput directly improves 
their bottom-line. RPS profits come back to LEC as part of 
our permanent equity, which improves our financial posi-
tion and borrowing power. 

RPS made it easier for our supplier and their partners 
to use our facilities for throughput by saving them time 
when they load out with propane. In the past, our facili-
ties allowed access for only one truck at a time to be able 
to load or unload propane. Now, one truck can load while 

Lincoln Electric Co-op | News & Views

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tina Taurman 
President
Marianne Roose 
Vice President
Myra Appel 
Secretary-Treasurer

Becky Evins
Michael Garner
Joel Graves
Sandi Mason
Rick Peterson
Ethel White

Telly Stanger
General Manager

LINCOLN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

CONTACT
1-406-889-3301
info@lincolnelectric.coop
www.lincolnelectric.coop
Secure Payments: 1-833-890-6258

ALWAYS REPORT OUTAGES TO:
1-406-889-3301

OFFICE
312 Osloski Road
PO BOX 628
Eureka, Montana 59917

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Lincoln Electric's Board of Trustees holds regular 
monthly meetings at the boardroom in the cooperative 
office. These are typically scheduled on the third Monday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Members are encouraged to 
attend. If you have any items of interest, please contact 
the general manager prior to the meeting.

HAVE A STORY SUGGESTION?
Send your ideas to:

memberservices@lincolnelectric.coop

NEXT MEETING DATE:
Tuesday February 22, 2022

Lincoln Electric
Cooperative, Inc.

6 • Lincoln Electric • February 2022

Continued next page

Manager’s Notes
by Telly Stanger

Rural Propane Services benefits 
our members and community

Rural Propane Services (RPS) is a Lincoln Electric Cooperative 
subsidiary. | FILE PHOTO
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FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

kWh SALES

REVENUE

COST OF POWER

OPERATING EXPENSE

MARGINS

NUMBER OF MEMBERS

NUMBER OF METERS

MILES OF LINE

TOTAL UTILITY PLANT

MEMBER EQUITY

NOVEMBER AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL USE (KWH)

NOVEMBER AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL BILLING

YEAR TO DATE
NOV. 2021

YEAR TO DATE
NOV. 2020

104,795,028

$10,757,682

$4,658,466

$3,438,783

$1,357,866

4,962

6,366

991

$36,206,179

$11,888,635

1,585

$150.00

100,314,002

$10,519,506

$4,620,283

$3,133,450

$1,402,511

4,795

6,182

977

$34,558,976 

$10,704,695

1,591

$152.46

The regular meeting of the board of trustees was 
conducted on December 20, 2021. A quorum of trustees 
was present and the board took the following action:

BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS

• Approved changes to Policy 207 – Trustee Out of Town Travel 
Authorization.

• Authorized Tina Taurman as LEC’s primary voting delegate for 
NRECA PowerXchange and Marianne Roose as the alternate.

• Approved the purchase of large equipment.

another is unloading at the same time. In 2022, our plans 
are to enhance this even more. We plan to double the 
ability for trucks to load concurrently, and likely triple the 
ability to unload at one time. This will also reduce bottle-
necks and waiting times for RPS trucks to load our smaller 
trucks for propane delivery to our customers.

Partnerships have proven to enhance the business at 
RPS in 2021. As everyone has seen, prices for everything 
have gone up. We have especially seen this with the cost of 
tanks, and everything associated with setting a new tank. 
The good news is that RPS has done a great job in keeping 
tanks available and working with partners to ensure we 
have tanks to sell to our customers when they need them.

RPS continues to be a supportive local partner in your 
community. Although RPS is a for-profit company, as a 
subsidiary of LEC, it operates more like a non-profit, work-
ing to keep revenue just high enough to cover expenses 
and emergencies. I feel assured knowing the boards of 
trustees for LEC and RPS have the same vision in mind 
for both organizations. The priority is to take care of our 
customers first. While we expand our business oppor-
tunities, that focus will not change now or in the future 
because we know it’s you who have made us who we are. 

Thank you for your membership.

remember, in addition to safety 
concerns, space heaters can greatly 
increase your energy bills if used 
improperly. 

If you’re looking for alternative 
ways to save energy and increase 
comfort in your home, please check 
out energy.gov/energysaver. 

Abby Berry writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the national trade association repre-
senting more than 900 local electric 
cooperatives. From growing suburbs to 
remote farming communities, electric 
co-ops serve as engines of economic 
development for 42 million Ameri-
cans across 56 percent of the nation’s 
landscape. 

Continued from page 5

HEATERS
Luck of the Draw Scholarships
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Average Prices for Residential Electricity  

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration 
 

*2020 LEC is a blended calculation of the system maintenance, kWh, and demand charges
LEC 2020 residential revenue $8,661,848 with residential sales of 82,497,588 kWhs

2020 �gures, in cents per kWh

Under 10 ¢

10¢ to 12.5¢

Over 12.5¢

VT: 19.5¢
NH: 19¢
MA: 22¢
RI: 22¢
CT: 22.7¢

NJ: 16¢
DE: 12.6¢
MD: 13¢
DC: 12.6¢

ME
16.8¢

NY
18.4¢

PA
13.6¢OH

12.3¢

  MI
16.3¢

IN
12.8¢

IL
13¢

WI
14.3¢

MN
13.2¢

IA
12.5¢

MO
11.2¢

AR
10.4¢

AL
12.6¢

KS
12.9¢

TX
11.7¢

NM
12.9¢

MS
11.2¢  LA

9.7¢

NE
10.8¢

SD
11.8¢

ND
10.4¢

CO
12.4¢

TN
10.8¢

  FL
11.3¢

GA
12¢

SC
12.8¢

NC
11.4¢

VA
12¢KY

10.9¢

    WV
11.8¢

AZ
12.3¢

UT
10.4¢

NV
11.3¢

CA
20.5¢

WY
11.1¢

MT
11.2¢

ID
10¢

OR
11.2¢

WA
9.9¢

OK
10.1¢

AK
22.6¢

HI
30.3¢

Residential Average Price
(cents per kilowatt-hour)

2020 U.S. Average: 13.2¢ per kWh           2020 LEC Average: 10.4995¢ per kWh*

Numbers rounded to nearest tenth of a cent

A SURVEY 
IS COMING
Participate for a chance to win a $500 bill credit!

OVER the last few months, we’ve been writing about 
our upcoming survey, which becomes available on 

February 10. You can take the survey online by visiting 
lincolnelectric.coop. A paper copy can also be requested 
by emailing memberservices@lincolnelectric.coop or 
coming by the office at 312 Osloski Road, Eureka. Addi-
tionally, we’ll have hard copies available at the Annual 
Meeting on Saturday, April 2.

This survey is extremely important so we can gauge 
your satisfaction, as well as get your input on future 

programs and directions. It will contain questions on basic 
demographics, how you feel LEC handles member service, 
and what you think about programs such as community 
solar and electric vehicles.

After the survey deadline of April 6, 2022, we’ll award 
one participating member a $500 bill credit by random 
draw. If you’re interested in learning the results of the 
survey, we’ll include an overview in a future edition of 
Rural Montana.

Please let your voice be heard by participating in this 
vital component of being a cooperative member.  


